zo8	Finance of "Local Government
allocated in the returns, but it may include some sums which to-day
would appear under capital account
Expenditure.
The total cost of local government in the year 1935-6 was nearly
a million and a quarter pounds—about £8 iSj*.1 for each man,
woman, and child in the Survey Area. This total shows that nearly
three-quarters was accounted for by Oxford City, and just over one-
fifth by the county councils; the councils of municipal boroughs
and of rural districts were responsible for only 6-4 per cent, between
them, and the financial importance of the parish councils was relatively
negligible.
Of the whole expenditure, about one-fifth—£246,000—took the
form of annual interest and amortisation payments on past borrow-
ing; approximately £350,000 was paid out in wages and salaries or
was set aside as provision for superannuation and pensions; another
sum of about £50,000 was spent in maintenance grants to individuals;
and the remainder covered rents, rates and taxes, costs of repairs and
materials, and other 'running expenses' of the authorities.
Of the main groups of services analysed in Fig. 36* education was
financially the most costly, taking 22 per cent, of the whole expendi-
ture. Next came the upkeep and lighting of roads and streets, with
16-4 per cent., and the public health services, with n-i per cent.;
housing (8-7 per cent.), poor relief (7-8 per cent.), police (5*9 per
cent.), and water-supply (4-3 per cent.) were all of substantial
importance. General and financial administration—the political
skeleton* of government—took about 4 per cent, of the whole. The
supply of electricity, which nominally accounted for 12*4 per cent.,
cannot be strictly compared with the other services, since it was only
in public ownership in the area of the old city of Oxford.
It is instructive to compare this expenditure in 1935-6 with that
in the last year before the War.3 The contrast is startling. At
that date the total expenditure was only some £280,000, so that the
bill has been multiplied between four and five times in the space of
twenty-two years. Population grew by less than one-half; expen-
diture per head increased more than threefold. A great growth of
local expenditure has occurred, of course, in every part of Great
1 The population on which this and other statements in this chapter are based is
that for April ist, 1935: the method of estimation is described in Appendix I, note 3.
The figures obtained differ somewhat from the official (Registrar-General's) estimates,
which are used as a basis of similar calculations in the published accounts of the Oxford
a See also Appendix I, note 33, Table A.	3 Appendix I, note 33, Table B.

